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City bans plastic bags, starting next Dec. 


Despite qualms about costs to the poor, 
mayor signs environmental measure 


By John Hilliard 
and J.D. Capelouto 
GLOBE CORRESPONDENTS 
Mayor Martin J. Walsh said on 
Sunday that he had signed a mea- 
sure banning single-use plastic 
bags in Boston, despite worries the 


city’s low-income residents and se- 
niors would bear the financial 
brunt of the new rules. “My con- 
cern about [banning] plastic bags 
is just the cost,’ Walsh said. “I just 
think the cost is going to be shifted 
over to the consumer.” 


Boston joins 59 other munici- 
palities statewide and hundreds 
across the nation, including Seat- 
tle and Washington, D.C., in 
adopting a ban. 

It takes effect next December, 
giving stores and shoppers time to 
prepare. 

Walsh’s decision ends more 
than a year of debate over whether 
to eliminate disposable shopping 


bags and steer businesses and con- 
sumers toward reusable ones. The 
goal, supporters say, is to reduce 
litter and cut the amount of plastic 
in the environment. 

Opponents included represen- 
tatives of the paper and plastic in- 
dustries as well as critics who say 
the measure will amount to a tax 
on the poor. The Retailers Associa- 
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Tom Brady and the Patriots walked away with an improbable win against the Steelers after a seemingly game-winning 
Pittsburgh touchdown was ruled incomplete. The teams are now tied atop the AFC. Score, C1. 


In the news 


Frosty, snow Mon. 


Monday: Snow flurries. 
High 32-37, low 31-36. 


Tuesday: Milder, breezy. 
High 43-48, low 32-37. 


High tide: 11:05, 11:40. 
Sunrise: 7:08. Sunset: 4:13. 
Complete report, B13. 


Conflicting interests in the 
health care industry make it 
difficult to reach a consensus 
on how to keep drug prices 
from skyrocketing. B9. 


Hundreds of children celebrat- 
ed the joys of the season at 
the 29th annual Christmas in 
the City gathering for homeless 
children and distressed families 
in Boston. B1. 


The end of this year will, after 
all, go out with a bang in Bos- 
ton, as waterfront groups and 
businesses raise enough mon- 
ey for First Night fireworks to 
return at midnight. B9. 


Republican leaders shifted 
their efforts on the tax over- 
haul plan toward selling it to a 
skeptical public. A2. 


Cambridge police set up a 
sting operation to catch porch 
Grinches: those thieves who 
snatch packages off front 
stoops. B1. 


For breaking news, updated 
stories, and more, visit our website: 
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Solar array draws 


Eco-friendly edifice 
in Beverly generates 
savings for resident, 
fury from neighbors 


By Brian MacQuarrie 
GLOBE STAFF 

BEVERLY — It’s not easy being 
green. 

A retired couple might echo 
that lament after installing a 
ground-mounted grid of energy- 
soaking panels — dubbed “the so- 
lar monster” by one city councilor 
— that has pitted neighbor 
against neighbor and sparked a 
vitriolic war of words. 

“It’s a foreign body, basically,” 
said Mary Downing, scowling as 
she looked at her neighbors’ car- 
bon-friendly tower. “We don’t 
want to be out on the deck in the 
summer, by the pool, and see that 
thing.” 

“That thing” is a stack of 20 so- 
lar panels that turns with the sun 
each day and powers the four- 
bedroom home where Lola and 
Richard Eanes live. It hums rath- 
er than rumbles, moves a foot or 
two several times a day, and shuts 
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Nearby residents call it an eyesore, but Richard and Lola Eanes 
are happy with the energy savings their solar setup delivers. 


down for the night. 

“We have grandchildren, and 
we've been thinking about cli- 
mate change and what has to be 
done to reduce energy,” said Lola 
Eanes, a former private investiga- 
tor who unveiled the unit last De- 
cember. “It’s a plus for the envi- 
ronment.” 

But on Putnam Street, a thick- 


ly settled stretch of older homes 
20 miles north of Boston, neigh- 
bors have railed against the eco- 
friendly structure as if it were a 
landfill, saying its unsightly ap- 
pearance offsets any environmen- 

tal gains. 
“It’s a gross injustice. I 
couldn’t be more upset about it,” 
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T to drop 
firm tied 


to troubles 
on Ride 


Users of service for disabled 
cite late times, pickup mixups 


By Adam Vaccaro 
GLOBE STAFF 

The MBTA will remove a contractor that manag- 
es rides for passengers with disabilities, ending a 
deal that had promised millions of dollars in sav- 
ings and an improved paratransit system but was 
instead marked by persistent complaints about 
poor service. 

Less than a year after it began scheduling and 
dispatching for the Ride, the T’s taxi and van service 
for passengers with disabilities, North Carolina- 
based Global Contact Services on Friday agreed to 
terminate its $38.5 
million contract by 
June, more than two 
years ahead of sched- 
ule. The Massachu- 
setts Bay Transporta- 
tion Authority plans to 
hire a new contractor 
early next year. 

Nearly from the 
start, Global Contact’s 
takeover was marked 
by delayed pickups, 
missed trips, anda 
customer support net- 
work that was overwhelmed by complaints. By 
June, the company had been penalized $100,000 
for failing to meet contract standards. 

“Tt’s a hard system at its best. But this isn’t bro- 
ken — this is demolished,’ said Carl Minkovitz, who 
uses the Ride to commute from Revere to Middle- 
ton, where he owns a greeting card shop. While the 
service had problems under the previous system, 
after Global took over, he said, delays could last 
hours. “It takes away what little independence peo- 
ple with no other access to get from Point A to Point 
B have.” 

By consolidating scheduling and dispatching 
services that had been done for years by three trans- 
portation companies, Global Contact was expected 
to save the T nearly $40 million by 2020 through 
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Amount Global Contact 
Services has been penal- 
ized since June for failing 

to meet contract standards 


Amount the T is now pro- 

jecting to be over budget 
on the Ride this year be- 
cause of service issues 


Trump vows not 
to fire Mueller 
as critics pounce 


Transition team lawyer 
decries collection of e-mails 


By Philip Rucker and Josh Dawsey 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — President Trump on Sunday 
sought to douse speculation that he may fire special 
counsel Robert S. Mueller III amid an intensifying 
campaign by Trump allies to attack the wide-rang- 
ing Russia investigation as improper and politically 
motivated. 

Returning Sunday to the White House from 
Camp David, Trump was asked whether he intend- 
ed to fire Mueller. “No, I’m not,” he told journalists, 
while insisting there was “no collusion whatsoever” 
between his campaign and Russia. 

The president’s comments came a day after a 
lawyer representing Trump’s transition team ac- 
cused Mueller of wrongfully obtaining thousands of 
e-mails sent and received by Trump officials before 
the start of his administration — a legal and public 
relations maneuver seen as possibly laying the 
groundwork to oust the special counsel. 

Trump criticized Mueller for gaining access to 
those e-mails, telling reporters the situation was 
“not looking good.” 

“It’s quite sad to see that,’ Trump said. “My peo- 
ple were very upset about it.” 
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Public buildings, but not for all of the public 


new requirement for entry into the Mc- 


THE FINE PRINT 
SEAN P. MURPHY 


Penny Shaw gets around in a power 


wheelchair. And I mean really gets 


around. She’s an indefatigable advocate 
for the disabled, her voice well-known 
in government hearing rooms across 


the city. 


But last month the state imposed a 


Cormack state office building that 
might stop — or at least slow — Shaw 
and others like her from doing the kind 
of advocacy that’s earned her national 


recognition. 


Under regulations that took effect 
Nov. 20, you need either a driver’s li- 


cense, passport, or state or college 
identification card to enter the 21-story 


tower next to the State House that 


‘I can’t afford to 
spend $65 for a state 
identification card.’ 


PENNY SHAW, advocate, on new 
rule for McCormack Building 


houses many agencies serving the dis- 
abled, the elderly, and the poor. 

In 2001, Shaw contracted a rare 
neuromuscular condition that robbed 
her of her career in teaching (she has a 
PhD in French literature), as well as 
her financial independence and mobili- 
ty. But not her spirit. She’s a whistle- 
blower and reformer, a member of 
more than a dozen committees, includ- 
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